GUIDE-BOOKS

Italian volumes are valuable, among many other
reasons, because they make one realize what had
happened, during the eighteenth century, to all
the prodigious talent which had gone, in the past,,
to painting pictures, carving statues and building
churches. It had all gone into music. The
very street players were accomplished contra-
puntists , the peasants sang divinely (you should
hear the way they sing now !), every church had
a good choir which was perpetually producing
new masses, motets and oratorios; there was
hardly a lady or gentleman who was not a first-
rate amateur performer 5 there were innumer-
able concerts. Dr. Burney found it a musician's,
paradise. And what has happened to Italian
genius nowadays ? Does it still exist ? or is it
dead ?

It still exists, I think 5 but it has been deflected
out of music, as it was deflected out of the visual
arts, into politics and, later, into business and
engineering. The first two-thirds of the nine-
teenth century were sufficiently occupied in the
achievement of freedom and unity. The sixty
years since then have been devoted to the ex-
ploitation of the country's resources ; and such
energy as has been left over from that task has
gone into politics. One day, when they have.*
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